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“From Wharf Rats 
to Lords of the Docks”

Ian trained at The Royal Academy 

of Dramatic Art in London. In 

England, he worked in Repertory 

Theater, London’s West End 

where work included the title 

role in Jack the Ripper, television 

including King Lear, and film. In 
Los Angeles, his work has ranged 

from Murder She Wrote to the 

acclaimed one-man play The 

Man Himself. He has also done 

extensive voice work in radio, 

commercials, and in over 100 films 
and television programs. 

He has performed the play over 200 times across America and in 

Canada, Hawai’i, Australia, and England. The film of a live perfor-

mance in front of 1,000 longshore workers, directed by legendary 

filmmaker Haskell Wexler, has aired on PBS for the last three years 
and is available on DVD.

The New Play

Ian’s new one-man play “To Begin the World Over Again: the Life of 

Thomas Paine” about America’s one truly radical Founding Father 

is now available for bookings at www.thelifeofthomaspaine.org It 

premeired at the Floyd and Dolores Jones Playhouse, Seattle and 
on opening night of Grand Performances in Los Angeles. He has 
since performaed it for the National Nurses United Convention in 

San Francisco and the California Federation of Teachers Conference 

in Los Angeles. Upcoming performances include The Americal 

Philosophical Society in Philadelhia and Harvard Law School in 
Cambridge. 

It was written with the support of a COLA Fellowship, The Thomas 

Paine Society, The Living History Centre Fund, The University of 
Washington and many individuals.

Photo by Veronica Puleo

Ian Ruskin

On Saturday, September 29th
at 12 noon and 7 PM

at the
Maritime Labour Centre

Vancouver



The Harry Bridges Project was created to develop programs that 
can fill an important void in the American public’s understanding 
of their own history-the history of American 20th century workers. 

We aim to tell the story of worker’s struggles to build better 

lives for themselves and of the struggles of the American labor 

movement to organize.

Our project takes audiences on journey’s through some of 
America’s most exciting, turbulent, and epochal years, with one of 

its most dynamic figures as their guide. It also demonstrates the 
importance of people uniting across all racial, ethnic, religious, 

and political lines and of working towards a world of justice and 
dignity for all. 

For more information please go to: theharrybridgesproject.org

Contact us at: ianruskin@theharrybridgesproject.org

The one-act play is a human portrayal of Bridges’ 
passion, struggles, and wicked sense of humor. 

It features many of his own words, and covers 

his life from his childhood in Australia until 

near his retirement in the 1970’s. It includes 

the electrifying 1934 General Strike in San 

Francisco, the drama and comedy of his 

trials, the traumas of his marriages and 

divorces, the controversy of a union standing 

up for social and political issues around 

the world, and the impact of the ground-

breaking Mechanization and Modernization 

agreement. The play features rare labor 

songs, political parodies, archival photographs, and 

film footage. And today, as we face globalization, massive job losses 
in manufacturing, wars and invasions, and the greatest threat to 

the American labor movement since the Cold War, Harry’s story has 

become more relevant and inspirational than ever.  

“I don’t know of any way for working people to win basic 

economic justice  and dignity except by being organized into a 

solid, democratic union.”

Bridges was a labor leader 
and social campaigner 

with a profound and far-

reaching impact on the 

fabric of American life 

during the 20th century.

An international celebrity 

for 40 years-a hero or 

the devil incarnate, it all 

depended on your point of 

view-his work as a labor 

organizer in the forefront 

of change and his struggles to withstand 21 years of deportation 

trials (the longest in American history) made him a unique figure.

He fought to win basic rights and human dignity for all workers. 

He campaigned all his life against prejudice and discrimination 
and in support of justice for oppressed peoples around the world, 
principles as relevant today as they were during the harshness of 

the Depression.

Bridges’ personal life was as vivid and compelling as his public life-
three wives, two bitter divorces, and a “Hollywood era,” with star-

studded fund raisers for his trails.

He was always a “working stiff,” but he met with presidents and 

toured Europe as a hero. He knew Charlie Chaplin, Paul Robeson, 
Billie Holiday, Pete Seeger, and Orson Welles. A radical working-
class leader with a love of the American Constitution, he was truly 

unique, with a sharp sense of humor, a fearlessness in the face of 

controversy, and a very individual view of the world. 

The Harry Bridges Project

-Harry Bridges, Bill Moyers Interview, 1974

The One-Man Play
(San Francisco, sometime in the 1960’s)

Harry Bridges


